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Abstract: Materials pertain to the history of South Danvers / Peabody including some
information concerning surrounding towns.

Organizational History

The Peabody Institute Library was begun with the June 16, 1852 donation from George
Peabody.

George Peabody was born in South Danvers (now Peabody) in 1795 and by the year of 1851
had risen in the business wotld to become an investment banker in LLondon.

Proud of their native son, the Danvers Mechanic Institute named George Peabody an
honorary member on January 5, 1852. This subscription based institute, located in South
Danvers , was both library and lyceum. Though the committee selected to inform Peabody
of this honor waited until after Danvers was informed of the donation, it is possible his
awareness of this institution influenced Peabody in deciding the type of institution he wished
to create.

Later that spring, the Danvers Centennial Committee issued an invitation to George
Peabody, asking him to join the citizens in the celebration of the 100th anniversary of
Danvers' separation from Salem. His response, sent on May 26, 1852, announced his
intention to donate $20,000 for the creation of the Peabody Institute. Though like the
Danvers Mechanic Institute in that it would be both a library and a lyceum, the Peabody
Institute would be open to everyone, free of charge. By the time of his death in 1869,
George Peabody would have donated over $217,000 just to the Peabody Institute.

The architect chosen for the Peabody Institute was Richard Bond (1797-1861). A well-
known New England architect of the day, Bond was also responsible for Salem City Hall,



the Essex County Courthouse and Gore Hall at Harvard University. Franklin Merrill of
Danvers, and Russell & White of Salem were the contractors for the project.

The Peabody Institute Library opened on October 18, 1854. Fitch Poole had been chosen as
the first Librarian on January 3, 1854. His participation in founding the Danvers Mechanic
Institute in 1841 and his work with it until it closed in 1855 made him a natural choice. He
was instrumental in selecting many of the original books for the library, as well as organizing
it. He resigned just before the library's opening on September 27, 1854. Eugene B. Hinckley
was then elected Librarian and he served until May of1856. Upon his resignation, Fitch
Poole once more became Librarian, continuing his work with the Peabody Institute until his
death in 1873.

The Library would expand in 1977-1978 and in 2001 the Library would start the Local
History Resource Center where the archival material is held.

Scope and Content

This collection features primary sources concerning the City of Peabody including
information on surrounding towns such as Beverly, MA. The materials in this collection
include, but are not limited to, letters, programs, advertisements, newspaper clippings,
sermons, and annual reports among other topics. Subject areas include specific clubs and
businesses, churches, schools, celebrations and ceremonies, general features such as bridges
and cemeteries, historical documentation.
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History Vertical File Collection, Local History Resource Center, Peabody Institute Library.

Provenance: The provenance of much of the materials is found in collection and purchases
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Restrictions & Copyright: Copyright has not been assigned to the Peabody Institute
Library. All requests for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts or other material
must be submitted in writing to the archivist. Permission for publication is given on behalf
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Conservation Work: Papers were unfolded and tears mended.

Related Collections: None.

Search Terms

Peabody (Mass.)

South Danvers (Mass.)
Holten, Samuel 1738-1816
Jordan Lodge

Genealogy

Correspondence

Menu

Account Book

Grand Army of the Republic
Deeds

South Danvers National Bank
Warren Bank

Probate(s)

Northwest Territory Celebration Commission
South Congregational Church
St. Michael Society

Collection Inventory

Box Number/Folder Title

Folder
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Box 1
Banks — South Danvers National Bank, 1885 1
Celebrations / Ceremonies — Peabody Centennial Dance Card, 1895 2
Celebrations / Ceremonies — Northwest Territory Celebration Commission, 1937 3
Clubs — Sons of Temperance, 1860-1871 4
Clubs — Essex County Teachers Association, 1907-1909 5
Clubs — United Polish Organization, 2009 6



City of Peabody, 2000

Deeds — Samuel Phippen & Jonathan Osborne, 1796

Deeds — Frank R. Kimball to Marion Taylor, 1903
Entertainment — Lennie’s on the Turnpike, 1966
Entertainment — Four Freshman Handbill, 1948-1960s
Essays — Ruth H. Hill, 1951

Grand Army of the Republic, 1881, 1925

Miscellaneous, 1752-1885

Probate, 1801

Restaurant Menus, 1927-1970s

Stores - Goodridge & Porter, 1896-1900

Stores — Northshore Mall, 1955

Tannery, 1918-1957

Grand Army of the Republic, 1876-1879

Celebrations / Ceremonies — Rev. E.M Stone Address Danvers Centennial, 1852
The Danvers Discussion on November 6, 1833

Letter to Samuel Holton (1738-1816) tax collector of Danvers, May 1759
Peabody Chronology 1910-1970

Genealogy — Plumer Genealogy & Information, 2018
Genealogy — Floyd, Morrill, Stimpson Genealogy, No Date
Genealogy —Daniels Family Genealogy, No Date

Kenneth McCue paper “The Banner Town of Essex County:
South Danver’ Patriotic Revenue, Rhetoric and Rivalry in the Civil War”

Firemen’s Muster with Peabody & Marblehead Firemen’s Association, 1895
Historical Sketch of School District Number Thirteen, North Danvers, 1855
Interview — Allan & Rosalyn StoryCrops Interview, 2018

Jordan Lodge — A discourse, delivered in the South Meeting-House, in Danvers,
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September 26, A.L. 5810, at the consecration of Jordan Lodge, and Batchelder,

William, 1810.

Georgetown, D.C. — Peabody Room Information, 2018

Peabody — Peabody Community Development Essay about Peabody
History, abt. 1991
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Probate — William Sutton (photocopy), 1880
Probate — Martha A. Needham (photocopy), 1882
Banks — Warren Bank, $2 Note, 1859

Essays—S.M. “Sudi” Smoller “The Early History of the Peabody Institute,” 1999

Unrest in Boston 1765-1776, exhibit program, 2015

Historical Obituaries, Undated

Box 2

St. Michael Society Book Financial Ledger from 1935-1961
South Church Prayer & Conference Meeting, 1889

Illustrated History of Salem info & newspaper article, N.D., 1947
A.C. Lawrence Wall Calendar, 1952

A.C. Lawrence Wall Calendar, 1953

Grand Army of the Republic Envelope, 1887

M.B. Paige Calling Card, 1880s

Estella Fuller Dog License, 1929

From Proposal of Leather Soul, 1996

Lloyd Garrison “Chick” Davis, No Date

Mary Upton Ferrin Information, No Date

John J. Halloran, Salem Country Club Membership Card, 1939
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