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Understand that sources of 

information can be categorized in a 

variety of ways

Primary, secondary, tertiary 

sources

Easy, hard. General, specific, in 

depth. Authoritative, 

questionable. Immediately useful, 

Basis for lifelong learning

WHAT SOURCE IS BEST ? WHAT 

OTHER SOURCES ARE THERE?



IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH 

SKILLS

Basic research skills useful in the                                                                                          

real world

òKnowledge is poweró



SOURCES OF INFORMATION :

ÅBooks

ÅPeriodicals

ÅNewspapers

ÅInternet?



SOURCES: CURRENT INFORMATION

ÅNewspapers

ÅMagazines

ÅTelevision

ÅRadio

ÅInternet



SOURCES OF INFORMATION

FOR SCHOLARLY RESEARCH

ÅBooks

ÅMonographs

ÅJournal Articles

ÅDissertations

ÅTheses



DOING RESEARCH 

AT THE LIBRARY

ÅResources undergo review before purchase

ÅMost information and services are free

ÅInformation is organized

ÅMost information is kept permanently

COMES WITH PERSONAL                                                                                                          

ASSISTANCE!



EVALUATE: INTERNET 

RESOURCES

DISADVANTAGES :

ÅDo not go through review process

ÅSome information not free

ÅNot organized

ÅMost information not permanent

ADVANTAGES :

ÅEasy to Use

ÅAvailable 24 hours/7 days a week
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Whoõs the judge?                                                                                                             

Tutors assist students. Students are 

assigned and evaluated by professors. 

Librarians and library staff supply 

information resources, and 

demonstrate use. 

INFORMATION USERS judge 

INFROMATION QUALITY. Tutors 

ASSIST and ADVISE, but never 

PRESCRIBE!



QUIZ!

When do you recommend using books? Web ? 

How are information sources used? How will 

use be judged? 

When do you ask òtough questionsó of what 

youõve found?



Information Literacy Models



What to do when itôs not new:

�„ Student needs can be well addressed by 
familiar resources. Introducing new 
resources can seem confusing and 
unnecessary. Here is how it appears to the 
student, followed by how it should:


