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WHAT SOURCE IS BEST  ? WHAT
OTHER SOURCES ARE THERE?

Understand that sources of
information can be categorized in a

variety of ways

Primary, secondary, tertiary
sources

Easy, hard. General, specific, in
depth. Authoritative,
guestionable. Immediately useful,
Basis for lifelong learning



IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH A &
SKILLS | I '

Basic research skills useful in the
real world

oKnowl edge I s powero



SOURCES OF INFORMATION

ABooks

APeriodicals

ANewspapers

Alnternet?



SOURCES: CURRENT INFORMATION

ANewspapers

AMagazines

ATelevision
ARadio

Alnternet



SOURCES OF INFORMATION
FOR SCHOLARLY RESEARCH

ABooks
AMonographs

AJournal Articles

ADissertations

ATheses



DOING RESEARCH

AT THE LIBRARY ibrary

AResources undergo review before purchase
AMost information and services are free
Alnformation is organized

AMost information is kept permanently

YL

COMES WITH PERSONAL
ASSISTANCE!



EVALUATE: INTERNET

RESOURCES

ADVANTAGES

AEasy to Use
AAvailable 24 hours/7 days a week

DISADVANTAGES
ADo not go through review process
¢« ASome information not free

ANot organized
AMost information not permanent

http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html
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Whoos t he |

Tutors assist students. Students are
assigned and evaluated by professors.
Librarians and library staff supply
Information resources, and
demonstrate use.

INFORMATION USERS judge
INFROMATION QUALITY. Tutors
ASSIST and ADVISE, but never
PRESCRIBE!



QuIZ!

il 1 I

When do you recommend using books? Web ?

How are information sources used? How will
use be judged?

When do vou ask oOo0tough qgue
voudve ?Pound




Comparison of Research Process Models

Information

Mew South Wales

Seeking (EisenE:agr ﬁfsﬂkelll!lfuwitz} Information Skills {Irving) R{Esst?i'a';?r? I:-';:.E:Etesgis Information
{Kuhlthau) 9 piing Process
Initiation Task Definition Formulation/analysis of Choose a broad topic. Cefining
1.1 Define the Problem information need -
L . et an averview of the
1.2 Identify infarmation S
requirements PIe
Selection Marrow the topic
Cevelop thesis/purpose
statement,
Explaration Infarmation-Seeking Identification/appraisal of likely |Formulate questions to
Strategies sources guide research.
: 2.1 Determine range of
Farmulation of sourcas Flan for research and
focus 2.2 Prioritize sources production.
Collection Location and Access Tracing/Locating individual Find, analyze, and Locating
2.1 Locate sources resources evaluate resources. -
2.2 Find infarmation Selecting
Infarmation Use Examining, selecting, and Evaluate evidence/ take |Organizing

4.1 Engage {read, wview,
etc.)
4.2 Extract information

rejecting individual resources

notes/ compile
bibliography.

Recording/storing information

Presentation

Swnthesis
5.1 Organize
£.2 Present

Interpretation, analysis,
synthesis and evaluation of
information

E=stahlish conclusions/
organize information in
outline.

Shape, presentation, and
coammunication of information

Create and present final
product.

Presenting

Assessment

Evaluation
6.1 Judge the product
6.2 Judge the process

Evaluation of the assignment

(Reflection point: is the
paper/project
satisfactory?)

Assessing




Wh-a t it 0:: d:0 - W-hen

. Student needs can be well addressed by
familiar resources. Introducing new
resources can seem confusing and
unnecessary. Here is how it appears to the
student, followed by how it should:



